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R, A rVmth Mlnily of ilinmln.

Hfo Since (ho publication oftho n book
.& by Mr. Mackenzie Wallace, (hero lias been noHv first-han- d Investigation of Russia's polltlcnl

nd social HUlom ot nil rnmparnblo with tlio
Hb'i work of M. Anatoi.k t'. untitled
Hly 27, Jtmpirnif the Ctar.i nml H- i- lluttlant (Put- -

H nam's), Tito original narrative consists of
U threo large octavo volumes, oach containing

&' Bomo six hundred pnges. The first of thoso
H. volumes Is devoted to "thoconntrrnnd roo- -

H'' pie," tlie second to tho "Institutions, " and the
;. third to "religion" nnd churcli matters. It In

;" nn English translation of the first of theso vol- -
!' unies' which Is now brought out by thel'ut- -

H, noms. the two ports neodod to cotnpletothe
Hj- work not boliigetroadv for publication. Tho
N; translator, Y.n;u: A. Rachj.in, has con- -

Bjr dehscd many passages of tho original,
j-'- - 'n rdor tu find spnoo for a largo

My numbor ot foot notos and nprondlcos Intro- -
duood fur tho purposo ot discussing somo

H" questions (it mnro length, of elucidating cor- -

V f tsln historical allusions, and sometimes ot
II ? presenting objections to tho nuthor's concltt- -

II $ alons. Itsliouldbo montloncd that. although
IT ' M. Leroy lloaullon evinces a lively sympathy

If - With tho crest Slavic peoplo nnd sincere ro- -

IS - spsct for Its soorolgn. tho circulation of his
II ', book, or of a liatislntlon of It, In prohibited In
Ml - lluftla. Thnt Is because tho author, although
Hf even more friendly to Russia thnn wns Mae- -

Ml ', konzle Wnllnre. discusses tho acts and prlncl- -

Hj ' pit oftho Government with a froodom Incom- -

H ? patiblu with an autocratic systom. It Is to bo
K , not'ort as characteristic of tho book, thnt tho
If 5 political system of Russia Is not ilcnouncod

merely because it Is autocratic. Tliero hnvo
ml, been periods of European history, singes In
Ml. tho'evolutlon of European civilization, nt which
!g f autocracy was perhaps tho best practicable
m, form of government. Tho keynote of this
El ; .work Is tho demonstration that thn
B ij Hussion omplro, although a European
B ' and Christian Stato, really belongs not
my , to modorn l'.uropo. but to n Europe
If,' ofsnothor ace. Tho Crar Alc.amlor III. Is
I1 J not so much thocontomporaiy of yitoou Vic- -

V' f torlo as ot Qucon Isabella of Castillo. If, at
iRJf thodlstnneo of four centuries, thn Ilusslan
VI aoverolgn tnkoi sttalnst his .lcnMi subjects
11 measures which recall the edicts Issued In
mii 1402 by the Catholic klnc.lt Is becausoOrtho- -

II doz Russia Is not unllko Catholic Spain of tho
Eli' fifteenth contury. lletween "Holv ltufshv"
Vf nd tho democrr.tle republics undconstitu- -

mm,f tlonal monarchies of tho West, thero raally
Hos an lntonal of several hundred yearn.

Hj What makes It hard for ordinary tourists to
HI' ' understand ItusMla Is that, modern as she Is.
VjT If we look ineroly to the external side of hor
HK, civilization, and to nil thnt she has appropri- -
HV ated Of nur meclmnlcnl Kcleueun, slio Is me- -

dlroval still in tho ninnncrs and spirit of her
Vf?' people. The liusslnu uinsses. mbanor rurnl,

) bavo not felt tho breath of either tho Komils- -
the Itoformntlon, or the Ilovolutlon.raanco.

one-ha- lf of tho volume herutrnnslatod
B, ! dllottod to a description of the phjsloc--

raphy. climate, nnd Itussla; to a review
ot tho various races which Inhabit tho recton
between tho Ural nnd the Vistula, and to a

i summary of tho country's hlstorv and ele- -

ments of civilization. Acnln. In some ninety
: paces, the author traverses the eround which
' bad already been carofully explored by Slac-kenr-

Wallace lor the purpose ot maklnc an
Independent study ot tho lllaco communities

'f- - And their motbodfl of tllllnc tho soil on
or socialistic principles. Aswecan-- g

not aitoraDt to clanco at more than two or
fl three of the many topics considered in tins vol-

's nno, wo have solected the chapters thnt deal
$1 With the national temperament and character.

.y Itussla is undoubtedly one of tho countries
J where tho physical surroundlncs hao cro- -

3 duced tho most considerable and manifest ef- -
!, lcots upon man. Tho wholo of tho roclor.
i which lmc been tho erndlo of tho creut Ilusslan

people, and which formed tho nucleus ot an--
p olent'Musnovy. lies north ot tho fiftieth deered

Of northern latitude. Theie. besides Novcorod
and I'skof. tho two cities, arei to bo found all tho former capitals of tho ltus- -

J slan':nlazes. orprlncelydejcendautsotKurik.
, That part of the country Is essentially eontl--

'i. nontaL colder than I'etorsburc. with croator
eitrdmesof climate, tho average winter tern- -
peraturo beine from 13 to 14" below that of

s 'Paris. Bettlni; aside Scandinavia and Bcot- -
an(J,"'th of which nro warmed by tho near- -

ui Bes of . 'o seas, this is the only recion of the
earth'thathasasedentaryaErlauUiiruliopuIa- -
tlon is such close proximity to tho polar cln'le

'?; Eemote as it Is from any sea, us welt as from
ij the equator. It is only thanks to the lack of ele- -i. ation'thatltls lnhabltablo utall. Ono feels

G, that tho effeot of such a climate on the llfo and
?;' body of man must bo enormous, but It hns

Jp XlSTer been expounded with scientific pro- -

K elsion. v7e know, indeed, that tho general of--
Ife loctot oold upon voiretablo or animal llfo Is to
Bjji produce nurabnoss, somotimes evon suspen- -

H bIob of tho vital onorcles. Tho sai stops
Iff-- ; courslnc iu plants: the blood conculatos In
1 the veins ol animals. Many of tho latter hi- -
B '! bornato in a state of somnolence, and during

r the very ooldest months Ho down In temporary
jl .j' sraves. Itmanoscapesthlsdenthliliuletliarci-- .

; It Is as much by force of his Industry
? and civilization ns by bis constitution.
A end even be cannot oiitiioly withstand tho

alucslshneas which is mi generally observed
J; throuahout sub-Arct- reclotis. It Is truo

that Montosauleu conslilurnd tho north to he.
i the homo of ncthlty. rournce. nnd llbeity.
'; Our author would not dlsputo tho correctness

13 of this theory, so fnr as modorntely cold coun- -
W,-- i trios are cnncarnoil: b'lt he submits that ox- -

'1 tromocold In tho noith produces ofTectfnnalo- -
sous to those of oxtremo heat In tho south, a

& period ofjmrtlal hlburnntlou In tbo lands lying
, Bear .tbo poles, corrospomllnL- - to tho sleep of

aummsr siestas In tropical countries. Htlmu- -

!J' latinc to tbo lunes nnd eonduclvoto cenernl
activity as Ions as it keeps within cortnln lim- -

c Us. 'oold bocomos ilonrosslvo ns soon as It1;V reaches too low n decroa or lasts too lone-- It
jj thondlsposas to a cortnln Indolence, physical
0 end moral, to a sort of passtvenoss of mind and
:. soul. To the e.cltemont of thn first frosts suc- -

ft eeeds the torpor brousht on by Intunso and
i l prolonged rolil.
f X There Is. moreover. In tho north, besides the
f J? direct action nf cold upon tho orcans. another
j g thine which plaeos labor under conditions loss

favorable than tlpso of tetnperato countrlos.
; vToreforto the violent nltorimtlnnand oppo- -

p; sltlon between thn Nonsous. liucklo notlceil
i that nations Urine under lilch Jatltudos did

j pot show the same taste for labor, tho same
j , enercy nsthosn living unJoruentlcr skies. Ho
I W attributed this dofect to the interruption'' caused by winter, which, by the rlcor of its

i,t' weather nnd tho shortness of Its days.
ft breaks every year for months the w
'A auerico ot acilcultural pursuits. "Why
0 aleepost thou, Mujihi" says a popular

6:B. In which the poasaut Is reproved for
& aleeplne all day on top of tho stove, while' Want comes mid sits down nt his door. It
!?, liosloopt.it is because his crops have been

; takon in. tho autumn sowluir is dono, and tho
h enow has come, so that there is no more work
i lor him In the Holds. This Interraittonco of

labor causes a eortnln desultorlnoss andf which Interfere with persistency and
oJyoiiuInr.liRbltk. 'i'bo north, In a word, t brows p.
fff uHar obstnelo iiithownyofiisrleultural In- -

lir'e by maklifs thoni dependent on acll-- 4
I)stTiat oneo nursed and capricious, and It Is

i,l not ihipomlblo. but probablo. Wiat thoso fall-

s' lnes may extend to tht) character.
A It Is certain that foroicnors who havo had
fe work done In Ilussla assert that Ilusslans, like
! Bouthcrnors, ato moro capablo of iv vicorons
5 Bpurt of enorcytlmu of continuous, sternly

& effort With more vivacity which is, porhnpd,
V an Inheritance ot his Hlavia blood-t- ho ltus-,i- )

slan commonly ilUpUys loss actlvltr tlnn the
V northerners ot Toutoula races; in the lower us
i well us in tho hluhor classes ho shows loss
j. tasto for Uodlly oxorclso. Ho seems toliko It
' only In tho shmtoof fast hIpIsIiIuu' and drirlnc,
? which, huwevor, may bo necountod for by

tho lone distance, und tho cold that
'f niako (t Kloslrablo to cut to one's destlnn-'i- .

tioa as quickly as. possible Athletlcb

nnd violent games oro scarcely moro attrac-
tive to theso sons ot the north than they &ro to
the modern nations of the south. Kven
skating Is loss In favor than in countries whore
there Is less ot It to bo had. In this respect, ns
In many another, tho Ilusslan Is pronouncod
tho very opposlto of tho KncHshmaa. Travel-
lers have repeatedly boon struck with the dis-

inclination of Ilusslan peasants to physical
exortlon: nt their numerous festivals their
chief dcllcht scorns to be rost and Immobility.

II.
Hut. nlthoueh climate and race must havo

had something to do with this lmpasstvencss
of mind and body, our author contends that
tho people's diet must also bo held rosponslblo
for It In largo moasure. As tho principal

effect of cold Is to accolerato respira-
tion, and thus determluo In the lungs nnd
blood a more rapid oombnstlon. It follows that
more substantial nourishment Is needed In

o countrlos. Tho nearer we aro to tho
polo tho more does man require food rich In
carbon and nitrogen. Now, in tho cxtromo
north, as ono consoo.uenco of tho cold itself,
tho fertility of the soil Is rarely In proportion
with the demands of the climate. Nowhero Is
tho disproportion moro obvious than In tho
northern half of Ilussla. which Is unsultod to
the crow th ol wheat, and which Is beset
by such obstacles to cattle raising as
aro unknown to tompornte cllmntos.
Throughout this region tho earth Is nig-

gard In granting to man tho food distinctly
Indicated by ollmntologlcal conditions: the
peoplo have been condomnod for many con-turl-

to a mengro and almost exclusively
vegetnhlo fare. Under A o sky. they
have lived as people do In tho south. Only In
our own day has tho uso of moit, bacon, and
evon salt pork bogun to gain ground among
them. To this hour, although groat progress
has beon made in this direction since tho
umuuripnuou in uiu sens, me majurur ui
peasants tasto me.tt only on holidays. Their
stuplo food consists of rje bread, broken Into
tho x.'iM. n sort of soup inado of fermented
sour cabbago, this latter dish being tho na-
tional ono par excollonco. To theso cdtblos
are nddod dried mushrooms nnd frozen or
Milted fish, two articles that nro nowhero con-
sumed In xuch iiuuntltles ns In Ilussla.

Nmertholess, the domnnds ot the climate
could not bu antlroly ovaded, and drink has
hnd to supply tho lack of food. Tho Ilusslans
havo two national beverages, kvass, a sort ot
ryo water, slightly tormontod. and toa. tho uso
of which is woll nigh as universal as in China.
The ten kettle, tho brass samovar, is always
the chlof utensil of a household: no hut. bo It
n or so poor. Is without It. Toa. especially in
a oountiy whoro thn water Is frequently of
poor quality, is a great refreshment: but. under
a c tky. It is lnsufllclont ns a tonic. It
Is supplemented with grain whiskey, tbo palo
white odkiu It has long been noticed that
drunkennoss Increasos with the doereos ot
latitude. Tho tasto for alcohol Is nn
natural to the Ilusslan peasant as

is to tho Sicilian or Andalu-sin-

It Is i.ot to much tho man's vice
as the climate's fault. As long as the faro Is
not bettor, whiskey will bo to tho peasant a
tonlo and stimulant, unwholesomo doubtless,
but difficult to replace. What tho author
would most deplore Is not that vodka cannot
bo entirely proscribed, but that It Is Impossi-
ble to regulato the uso of It, so that on a "spree
day "ono beholdslthe absorption of such quan-
tities ot alcohol as. wisely dealt out, might
further the peasant's health, instead ot tend-
ing to degrade him into a brute. It Is satis-
factory, howovor. to learn from M. Leroy IJeau-lle-

than whom no foreign observer has mnde
a more careful study ot Ilussla. that tho Intern-pornn-

of tho Czar's subjeots has boon croatly
exaggerated. Tne Ilusslan drinks less than
the Cane, and perhaps less than the English-
man, tho German, and the Frenchman. Many
peasants who got drunk on evory holiday, go
for weeks without a drop ot spirits, ludeod,
the consumption of vodka had noticeably di-

minished during tho second halt of the reign
of Alexander II., partly owing, no doubt, to the
incrensod excise duties, but partly also to the
moral upraising ot the former serfs. Unques-
tionably, drunkenness still remains ono ot
tho plugue spots of Russia, yet It is cer-
tain that tho peasants nro not always deaf
to the preachings ot tho apostlos ot temper-
ance. When Alexandor II. was murdered,
hovernl villages aro known to have closed their
taprooms In token of mourning for tho "lib-orator- ."

In formor times, such doings would
not have been viewed favorably by tho Gov-
ernment, from the fe.tr of letting a,most boun-
tiful sou it o nf revenue run dry. In truth, thn
tax on the national vice brings In every year
over two hundred and fifty million ritblos,
or nearly a nuartor of tho entire national
rovenuo. so that hn who said that Ilussla paid
hor dobts by getting drunk was not far wrong.
It was calculated in 188'J that tho Ilusslans
spent flvo hundn.'d million roubles yearly on
whiskey, tho real value of which did not

lltty millions, tho profit being divided be-

tween the liquor Boilers and tho Govnrnmont.
In theso days, howovor. tho Government,
although It Is tho party most interested In the
sale of odka, has spared no efforts to free the
peasant from thn bondage ot drunkenness. Ono
of the first acts of Alexandor III. was tho

of a sort of temperance parliament.
Such n dint as we havo described In such a

cllmntoasthatof tho northern half of Ilussla
would booxpocted to exert a deplorable Influ-
ent o on health, and even on tho duration of
life. The effects aro apparent In tho statistics
of the country. Here, howovor, wo eucountor
ono of thoso anomalies which seem character-
istic of Ilussla. This is unquestionably one of
tho countries where mortality Is highest and
the nvornge ot life shortest Yet it Is also one
of thoso whero we find tho most numerous
cases of longevity and where human llfo at-
tains its uttormnst limits. This Incongruity Is
especially striking in the northern regions.
In the Government of Novgorod, for Instance,
out of a population of 'one million souls
thoro died In ono year (1871) thlrty-nln- o

persons a hundred yoars old or older,
a fact which presupposes tho exlstonce of
others of the samo ngo. Bldo by side, never-
theless, with this phenomenon, tho number of
persons who pass tholr thirty-fift- h year Is In
all Ilussla proportionately lower than in
France, while those who havo passed their
sixtieth year are only half as numorous. It
is especially upon the children that mortality
desconds. Under such a sky the apprentice-
ship to life is harder; tho child needs moro
care, yet tho care cannot bo onslly afforded.
Dellcato infants nro doomed; onlythostroncor
ones survive to bo subjected ton ordeal which,
evory year. Is fatal to mnny. They undergo nt
the hand of death a series of sittings which
successively eliminate tho weaklings, until only
the robust aro left for life and reproduction-I- t

might bo inferred that. In a population sub-
jected to this kind of continuous natural se-

lection, u vigorous temperament would be a
common thine, 'fills, howorer. Is far from be-

ing tho case. Although the Russian peoplo
aro conspicuous for high statures and frequent
longevity, their Htrougth Is often moro ap-
parent than real. The cllmnto which. In a few
years, corrodos granite, proves In the long
run exceedingly tlebllltatlnc and depressing.
TholymphatlotomporAmontprnvnllsJn Russia.
Herofnla is habitual. Contagions diseases are
common, onsy to take, and difficult to euro.
What la most to bo dreadod Is not theso-ver- o

frots, nor oven tho great contrast
between tho rlcor of winter and the blazing
heat of summon it is rather tho intermediary
soasons, with their abrupt nnd vlolont varia-
tions of tompornturo. In this climatic insta-
bility nil epidemics find favorablo conditions,
aggravated by insufficient nourishment. It is
truo that, owing to the croater dryness ot tho
atmosphere lung diseases are less prevalent
thun they are in Kngland. On tho other hand,
amnll-po- typhoid fover, puerperal fevor, and
diphtheria break out periodically amid the

populations, and commit
terriblo ravages.

ill.
To tho debilitating Influences of the climate

nro added habits tending to intensity the ner-
vous sensibilities. Tho precautions enforced
by tho cold aro unhealthy. To resist the win- -

tor tho masses ot the people mustllvo in an
atmosphere rarely parlllod by an Influx ot'the
outer air. To protect themselves against

cold they mustacoumulato beforehand
a reservo fund ot warmth, and fabrlrato In the
house with tho help ot hermetically sealed
stoves nn artificial altmate almost ns hot ns
summer Is in tho south of Europe, The lowor
thn temperature out of doors, the higher It
must be mado indoors. Behind thslf double1
windows, calked with oakum and putty for tho
ontlro season, city folks convert their apart-

ments Into hothouses, whore thoy breathe
tho same air ns tho tropical plants with
which they lovo todecorato their dwellings.
In his hba or log cabin, frequently surround-
ed with a rampart of manure, the poosant nnd
his wholo family crowd around the hugo ovon,
on top of which they nil sleep at night. Out ot
this enorvntlnc atmosphere peoplo must ovory
dayomorco Into tho Icy outdoor air, nnd sp
thoy go continually during sevoral months
back nnd forth from house to street, although
thero Is n difference of betweon 40' and fit)0

between the two tomporaturos. Again, the
climate Is hardly moro favorablo to clennll-nossthn- n

It is to health. Tho houses, overy
chink of which is studiously olosod.. am not
easily kept clean. Thostovos cannot purify
the air of the room because thoy do not opon
Into them. Well-to-d- o families romedy this
Inconvonionceby thestzo of tho apartmonts.
which open into ono another, and by the nt

burning ot perfumes. Tho peasant Is
condomnod to live In a stilling atmosphore, tn

with miasmatic Influences. Tho warm
and infected air of his cabin engenders
myriads ot Insects: the result Is that his hab-

itation tooms with all kinds of vermin. Out of
doors the tilth thrown out around tho house
vanishes under the snow, only to reappear
with unimpaired fettdlty In the spring. Even
in tho ultlos the refuso is not nlways carried
away by tho sowers, for thoso are often shut
off by ico: on tho lift warm days it fills the
streots with nornlclous oxhalatlons. Nothing
can equal tho stench ot a thaw In a Russian
city. The snow, which, undor tho sleigh's run-
ners, soomod Liko sund or pounded class. Is
transformed into a thick, nauseous slush.
Undor such sanitary conditions It Is not to be
wondered at that the people should fall au easy
prey to overy epldomlc. For tho common peoplo
the necesBltyof keeping tho body well covered
is an obstaclo to cloanllncss, as woll as to
hygiene. The pensant sloops in his clothes:
lives night and dny In tho samo sheepskin. It
is true that he takes u vapor bath overy .Satur-
day as an act ot ritualistic purification. After
tho bath, howovor. he is compellod to get into
the samo clothes, teeming as thoy aro with
vermin. It Is further obvious that the Russian
climate doos not favor roflnomcnt, oven It it
cannot positively bo said to promoto Immor-
ality. There Is no doubt that tho great num-
ber and precocity of marriages diminish tho
proportion ot illegitimate children: ourauthor
declines, novertholosc. to accept this as
n trustworthy cntigo of popular purity.
It mum. nt all evonts, be concedod that
tho crowding ot a family within ono
room and the practlco of sleeping in common
on top of tho broad stoves are not conditions
conduolvo to the sanctity of domestic llfo. Ho.
too, tho custom of bathing in common, even
though the soxes aro now kopt strictly sepa-
rate, may hao tondod to genorato In tho
poasant a certain coarsonoss. In both soxoh.
decency seems less strictly obeervod than in
tho West: modesty Is loss easily alarmed, both
mon and women appearing to tuko loss
thought of nudity. In summer, nlong the
rivers. It is not unusual, especially on Saturday,
to see girls and women with no garment of
any kind disporting thcmselvos In troops in
scarcely sheltered spots, sometlmos ovon under
tho most frequented bridges.

IV.
On some of tho points hero mentlonod It is

well to hoar what the translator has to say
by way of qualification in appendices, for
she In naturally zealous to defend her
countrymen against the criticism eion ot
a friendly observer whoro It yoems to her
too scvore. Mho admits that during the
Lenten soasons which In Russia Include not
only tho forty days known as Lent to Cath-
olics, but three analogous periods, amounting
to ten weeks In nil tho llassinn peoplo rigor-
ously abstain from all animal food, under
which bead aro included milk, butter, and
anna abwaII na avnp lrlnrl nt m.,1 Vnrn,.
thelcss. she contends that tho palato is ns fre-
quently tho gainer ns tho loser by confinement
tn Lenten fare. It Is, wo are assured, ant

how far mushrooms will go an a substi-
tute for meat. There aro In Russian dozen odi-b- le

vnriotles. all of them wholenomo and nour-
ishing, and somo ranking with tho choicest
delicacies. To dry, proserve, and pickle thoso
Is a matter of vital moment to tho poor; their
prospects for tho winter would be dark Indeed
but for the chariots of little, shrivelled, loather-lik- e

blackish morsels strung up along the raft-
ers ol the izbn, eked out with a few strings of
onions nnd, down in tho cellar, with a heap of
tho huge.hlack-skinne- d, terribly strong radish-
es, which are half way between the pink and
white tablo radish and tho pungent horse-
radish. Green hemp-see- d oil Is n staple arti-
cle of consumption among the poor, and. oaten
in conjunction with the black radish just
mentlonod, it is relishod ns nn acquired
tasto by many a Has J palate. Other oils,
as rapo seed nnd especially sunflower
sood oil. are pronounced very accepta-
ble substitutes for ollvo oil or butter in
conking and even pastry. Tbo flsh soups
of Russia aro ronownod. nnd wo aro told that
the best of them, tho sterlet soup, may bo
compared for richness of flavor and costliness
ot mntorial with tho cloar turtio soup for
which tho civic banquets of London nro ro-

nownod. In desserts the place ot milk 'nnd
cream Is taken by orgent, n substitute which
every Russian woman knows how to prepare
out of nlqjonds pounded in a mortar with
water. Tho translator nvers that toa and cof-
fee whitened nnd flavored with almond milk
or almond cream aro superlatively doliclous
boverages. After nil, however, she admits
that, for the poor, tho Lenten periods aro
times of Incressod hardship and most debili-
tating want of nourishment

The translator does not dispute tho correct-
ness nt the author's statomont concerning tho
atmosphere of tho izba, or peasant's cabin.
Ills strictures, however, upon tho city dwell-
ings are declared to Do unfounded. It is ovon
maintained that tho Russian method of heat-
ing houses is tho only porfoct one. combining,
as It is said to do, tho power of regulating the
beat within half a degroe, maintaining oven-ncs- a

of temperature throughout adwolllng, and
assuring great eoonomy of fuoL Even active
ventilation Is said to bo secured by the valves
in thn flues, six or olght Inchos in dlametor, by
which thoouteralr Is admitted; there are twoot
theso by the sldo of each stove, and thoy can
be opened just na far as ,It is dosjred. Ther
are always wldo open during the hour o

which the stove require' to consume Its daily
armful of wood. As to tho protection afforded
against tho winter's oold by duplicate
window frames calked all round tho
edges, this, it Is submitted, Is proforablo
to tho only weather strips of
Western countries.. In at least ono win-
dow of every Russian room there Is a pane
fitted with hlngos. This Is kept open In tho
morning, while the chamber work is being
dene, and Is openod for as long as tho cold
ulluws several times in tho day. It is also
worth noting that, on the sill, tho intorval be-

tweon the two window frames is lllled to tho
height of somo throo Inches with sand, in
which nro stuek small paper cornucopias
lllled with coarse suit, n great absorber of
moisture. Owing to all theso precautions tho
atmosphoroof a Russian mlddle-clns- s dwell-
ing is singularly free from dnmpness, and,
consequently, cannot be fairly collod a hot-
house atmosphere.

As to tho alleged unoloanllnoss of Russians,
the translator submits that a man who thor-
oughly washes his body onco u week cannot be
described as very dirty. For a Russian ot the
lower classes it Is a matter of religious duty
not only to take a hot bath evory Saturday,
but to wash his hands before every meal.
Foraliko ritualistic roason tho tablets kept

sorupnlouslr scoured and is washed down
overy time a meal Is to be spread on it The
dishes, bowls, and plnttors aro treated like-
wise. If the family can .afford It, tho table it
covered with a snow-whit- e llnon cloth, home
spun and homo woven. What M. Leroy-lleau-lie- u

says about tho condition of a peasant's
clothing neutralizing the effoets ot his dally
bath is not disputed by the translator, but aho
Insists that it applies only to the very poor.
A well-to-d- o peasant family often has a bath-
room of Its own. and always sufficient chango
of raiment. In the Inrgo cities great Improve-
ments have boon mado in the publro
baths. Tho most to tho point is the
arraitgomcnt providing for the bather's shirt
nnd trousers being laundered and dried ready
for him when horoturnstotho dressing room,
if ho has no change of clothing. Thero Is, it
seems, n certain iron pross closet In which his
sheepskin Is subjected to a decreo of dry heat
which entlroly frees It from vormln. Wo nre
told thnt the floor of that closet sooms strewn
With a block powder, and must bo swept out
evory two hours. Thoso twf Itoms, Incalcula-
bly beneficial as they aro. iM Included In tho
chargofor the uso of tho balhroom-fro- m two
to flvo cents, according to accommodations, of
which thero aro threo grades for tho people,
apart from tho luxurious public bathrooms,
where the charge is from fifteen to wenty-flv- e

eonts. and t he privato suites of throe rooms,
which cost from fifty cents to two dollars.

V.
Returning to tho toplo of tho Russian

nnd character, tho nuthor of this
book points out that tho direct influenco of
climate, on tho human organism and on tho
physical and oconomlcal conditions ot oxlst-enc- o

Is neither the only nor perhaps tho
deopostono. Naturo Indirectly oxorts a con-
siderable Influenco ovor tho thoughtstho foot-
ings and tho entlro chftractor. by the passions
sho provokes and tho faculties sho calls into
fliAl. IIA Ufttf finrt mnaf nFnfnimrl Imn.aaalnn
mado on tho observer by tho physical forma-
tion of Great Russia Is that llfo there, moro
than anywhere clso. is a duel' with nature, a
hand-to-han- d combat against an ovor-prese-

and unvanqulshnd foe. Under that sky man
cannot, as In moro tempcrnte climes, for-
got his ndersary. Neithor can he over
oomplotoly triumph over his foe. Honco.
sovorol apparently Incompatible traits of
tho Russian nutloual charactor. Tho wnr-for- o

with naturo has beon. flrst of nil,
a school of patlenco, resignation, submission,
Unablo'to slip his neck from under tho yoko of
his physical surroundings, holms borne that of
man moro patiently; the ono has fashlunod
him nnd bont him for tho other. Tho
tyranny ot climate has prepared him to sub-
mit to tyranny nt tho hands of man. Thoob-jo- ct

of all tils strivings being baro oxlstenco,
despotism has weighed upon him loss. Tho
oxample of Russia proves that wo cannot acce-

pt-without qualification tho thoory of
which describod the peoples or tho

north asapt forfreedom and thoso oftho south
an doomed to bondage. At a certain degroo of
latitude nnd In a given environment tho north
can bow souls as well as bodlos, and
only education can ralso and strength-
en them. Tho great advantage possessed
by tho north in that thoro tho liberating ef-
ficiency of oducntlon may conerally be counted
on. whereas in tropical countries the final out-co-

of the struggle remains doubtful. An-

other quality that soeins to have boon dovel-opo- d

by tho Russian climate and the resultant
strife ngalnstTnature In passive courage, en-
durance, negative energy, tho powor of Inor-tl- a.

Endurance has long beon tho popular
ideal of manhood In Great Russia. This is
made apparent tn an old national gamo, a sort
of rustic boxing match, in which the combat-
ants vied not in strength and skill, but in

the victor being not ho who floored
his antagonist, but ho whocoul tako most
hard knocks without crying out for morey.
Llfo, at one In this respect with history, has
fashioned the Great-Russia- n to n stoicism ot
which ho Is himself unconscious. Nobody
can suffer liko a Russian; no ono
can die like him. In the quiet courage
with which he faoos suffering and death
there is something of the stolid resignation of
the captive Indian, onnobled. however, by se-

rene religious conviction. On tills point tho
translator remarks In a foot noto that a Rus-
sian's invotorate hatred of cant and contempt
of phrases and attitudes never leavos him,
lnnat fit nt nt rrttfnl nnninndtiiraB nn.1

climaxos. That Is why tho effoetlyo "last
words" nnd tho deliberate posings and

with which men of other nations.
ovon the great onos. conerally think it nocos-sar- y

to omphdslzo their publio acts, nnd espe-
cially tho last act of all. not only do not stir
the Russian's hoart or excite his admiration,
but either jar on him and put him out of pa-
tlenco or leave him coldly critical, with a curl
of tho lip not unllko a snoer.

From the samo strife against ollmnto which
has fashioned film for resignation and endur-
ance the Groat-Russia- n has derived two other
traits which seom opposed to ono another. It
has given him a curious mixture of roughness
and good nntiiro. ot insensibility nnd kind-
ness. The rugcodnoss 'of the world around
him. whllo hardening him for himself, lias
taught him compassion lor others. Ho knows
what it Is to suffer: consequently, he can
sympathlro with his nolghbor and succor him
as much as lies within his power. Family
affections, boneflconco toward tho poor,
and pity for tho unfortunate aro among
the most marked fcaturos ot the national
charactor. We aro assured that con-
trary to tho opinion current in the west
the Russian under his rough sholl is conerally
affectionate, gentle, evon tender; but lot htm
encounter nn obstnolo, let him engage in a
struggle with au advorsary, his latent rugged-nes- s

and harshnoss at onco rovcal thomselvrs.
Innn unceasing struggle against a ruthloss
naturo. he has learnod to respect the laws of
war, which ho applies, as he enduros thorn,
with inflexibility. Hero again ono should not
ovorlook afoot note, in whloh the translator
emphasizes what tho French author says. 'Hho
describes tho Russian's mind ns intensely
theorotical. and his conscloneo as rigid in tbo
extreme, holding nil compromises as dishonest
or, at the best, cowardly. Therefore onco pos-
sessed ot nn idoa, thoy go all longths. and.
therofore. too, should there over bo a Russian
revolution, tho horrors ot the French '03 will
palo boforo It How. otherwise asks the trans-
lator, could we Und among tho most ruthloss
of terrorists, rondy at any moment for whole-
sale massacre, gontle. soft-oyo- d croatures that
would tako to tholr bosoms a hurt cur off tho
stroot, and go out ot tholr way not to tread
upon an Insect?

On the whole, tho faculty which has beon
aroused most thoroughly in tho Great-Russia- n

by his ago-lon- g contest with a cold and
naturo Is u practical, positive spirit;

this Is tho foature by which ho chiofly differs
from the Little-Russia- n and from the western
anil southern Slavs. lie haB not. for Instance,
much comprohonslon of resistance unencour-age- d

by the hopo ot success Himself ac-

customed to bow before fatality, hn thinks it
but just that othor peoplo should do so too.
If he doos not worship foico, ho nt all ovonts
respects It The samo practical, positive spirit
which Is parcoptiblo In tho poople's mannors
and politics Is no less upparent In things
where it seems most out ot place, such as
pootiyar.d religion. The," Great-Russia- n pop-

ular songs show llttlo tasto for abstractions
or personifications of any sort. No nation has
a less metaphysical turn ot mind, or takosless
thought of tho ossonce of things. A Russian's
favorlto studios are tho physical and social
scloncos. Tho whole nation, including the
educatod classes as well as the ignorant
olasses. is porvaded by n moro or loss con-

scious posltlveness. Tho quality most
by tbo posBantis common sense. He

says his worst about the Pole when he terms
htm lacking In thnt quality. Indeed, tho Rus-

sian's pretonslon to practical sonso vergos at
times upon brutality. Ills realistic instincts
mako themselves felt in literature and in all
the lines of in painting, as well as
in crltlctsra.h'hlstory. and in philosophy. The
romanticism which had Its brief day, like the
classicism which preceded it were importa- -

tlona from abroad. The national literature 'of
Russia baa for a Considerable period belonged
almost exclusively to realism br naturalism.
Of nil foreign writers, tho ohe most read nnd
relished Is Zola, .who. Indeed, numbers more
nilmlrors among the Russian than among his
ownoouutrymon.

TI.
Nothing, however. Is more complex than the

character of a nation, and, thereforo, after
having, portrayed one side of it M. Leroy-Bonutl-

is careful to indicate the other, lest
ho should produce a doluslvo portrait. In
Russia, as elsowhore, nature not only acts on
tho temperament through tho cllmnto. the
diet and tho habits! on tho charaotor through
iho needs which sho imposes and tho fac-
ulties which sho' stimulates; she acts with
nolessforco on the Imagination, nnd tbo en-
tlro soul, through the pictures sho prosents
nnd the Impressions sho arouses. As nowhoro
is nature slmplor. so nowhero ro tho Impres-
sions mndo by It dearer. Ono of tho first to
bo perceived by tho trnvellor Is a feeling of
sadness. The sadness emanates from tho
sky and the ollmnto: all northern nations
oro moro or loss touched with it, In Russia
tho very earth. Hat and monotonous, exhales
it It Is In the poetry and muslo of tho
pooole-t- ho folk songs which llerzen callod
audlblo tears, nnd tho popular airs of slow
rhythm nnd In minor keys-t- hat tho native
melancholy, bred of soil and cllmn, finds its
fullest expression. In thoso popular songs a
cloud of wlstfulnoss casts oleglao shades ovor
tho renllstle background ot the national char-
acter. In literature nnd cultured rootry this
sadness assumes nn inlonsor nnd blttoror
flavor. Tho poetry of all tho schools Is Im-

pregnated with it: it has made itself felt In
tho llfo as woll as in tho works of Russian
poets, most of whom died young and somo
tragically. "Sadness, skepticism, irony thoso
nro tho throe chords ot tho Russian lyro."
wroto llerzen. who added, "Our laugh Is but
nn nn.r1inl..nMi. HJ. IIH.. ul,,,lluigBWU)U)(UI,

The sort ot mo'ancholy inspired by tho cli-
mate, and possibly by the political regime at
times Incllnos the Russian soul to a mysticism
which prevails ovor Its ronllstle Instincts, or
combines with thorn In strange ways wltnoss
moro than one popular religious sect and
many a national writer, such as Gogol. y.

nnd Tolstoi. Uatweon this sponta-
neous sadness nnd tho kind of possimlsm con-
spicuous in nihilism. It is easy to find a link.

M. Leroy Reaullou would dellno nihilism as
simply the Russian form of tho negative nnd
revolutionary spirit ot the ago. Tar from be-
ing a dlsonno peculiar to Russia, It is n moral
epidemic of which tho cerra has been im-

ported, nnd with which all Europe nay. tho
wholo civilized world. Is moro or loss affected;
only tho symptoms and the consoquencos ot
tho malady vary with eaoh people, according
to the patient's nee. constitution, and habits.
If. in tho low plains of the Nova or the Volga,
tho attacks of this revolutionary fover have
nowadays become ondemle. nnd offor peculiar
symptoms, that Is duo to the pooplo's ldiosyn-cracle- s.

nnd also to tholr dlot According
to our author, few designations havo
lent thomsclves to moro misunderstand-
ings than this torm "Nihilism." which.
In roallty, is only a witty nickname,
invented by Turcitenlof. but dl'owned by
tho greater pnrt of those to whom it is applied.
The word has changed its moaning three or
four times, or. rathor. this contemptuous ap-
pellation has been successively attached to
different doctrines or tendencies, naturally,
howovor. conneetod with one anothor by a
moro or less direct affiliation. M. Loroy Boau-lle- u

would distinguish throo phases, or, so to
speak, threo stages and motnmorphosos. In
the first acceptation oftho term, nihilism wob
untlngod with polities; it signified llttlo moro
than a certain pay of comporting one's self, of
thinking and talklnc-a.raannorl- sm. a fashion,
or. as oho might sny. on attitude or pose, that
camo into favor among young people between
18U0 and 1870. especially among tho youngor
graduates at tho university, and tho girl stu-
dents with cropped hair, residing abroad or In
the provinces. The designation was pointed at a
spirit of revolt against recoived ideas and cur-
rent conventionalities. against all traditional
authorities, nnd antiquated, rollglous or polit-
ical dogmas a spirit of negation. In fine,
stamped with an Intolerant materialism and
nalvo radicalism: nothing moro nt bottom than
a violent reaction ot tho Russian soul against
the systom of government and the Intelleotual
yoko undor which It had long been bent. This
was tno nrst, and. properly speaking, tho truo
nihilism which hns been depleted In immortal
strokes by the most famous Russian novelists.
After thin theorotical and abstract nihilism,
frequently dabbled In by amatoure. and at
times entirely made up of posing and outward
show, and which, moreovor. did not attompt to
carry out Its maxims, exoopt In Individual
llfo and private relations, there Camo into
being about 1871, under the twofold Influ-
ence oftho Farls Commune and tho Interna
nlonal. a nihilism all action nnd agitation,
transformed Into a militant socialism which
strovn to spread Its Ideas among the peoplo a
nihilism already devoted to politics and revolu-
tion, having rocourse to association and secret
propagandlsm, though not as yet to plots and
murdor. It was only nftnr several years of dis-
appointment and bitterness, toward 1877-7- 8.

that this peaceably preaching nihilism, meta-
morphosed Into a violent party seeking rodress
from conspiracy nnd assassination, took up for
Its weapon dynamite, and for Its watchword
terror. Under the threefold aspect ot specula-
tive radicalism, socialistic apostolate, and re-
volutionary terrorism, this third form of nihil-
ism has shed on the Russian temporamont a
powerful illumination,' as of tho electric light.
It has laid bare n powor of logic as to Intellect
a force of will as to oharacter, a capacity for
passion, fanaticism, stubbornness, and

which might bo matehod among
those religious socis of the West which have
sought their votaries among the lowly, but
which, as they aro exhibited in oivlllzed Rus-
sians, have been to Europo a revelation.

M. W. H.

Ionn of Arc.
We havo recolvod from the Mossrs. Scrlbner

a now llfo of Joanof Arc, by Lord Ronald
GowEn. This biography doos not profoss to be
the outcomo of investigation at first hand,
but It makes known to English readers tbo re-

sults of the researches of Qulcherat Wnllon,
andFnbre. Especially Is tho author Indebted
to Fab re. who has published a French transla-
tion of the original Latin text ot the reports of
tho two trial concerning tho Maid ot Orloans,
that namely In which sho was condomnod at
Rouen In 1431, nnd that by which her memory
was rehabilitated twenty-flv-o yoars later. The
book is written in n spirit curiously at variance
with the tendency of our time to apply sclon-tlfl- o

tosts to the supernatural phenomena pop-
ularly associated with Joan of Arc. Moreover,
tho author seems to lack tho historical spnso
which would havo enabled him to comprehend
tho nttltude of credulity characteristic alike of
tho Maid's accusors and defenders. It mat-
tered not whother men were partisans of the
French or English claimant of 'tho French
crown; neither did It mattor whother thoy
were ecclesiastics or laymen; all, without
exception, believed either that the Maid ot
Orleans was a deliberate Impostor, affirming
the thing that was not; or else, admitting that
tho "voices" wero really heard by
her; she was the Instrument or viotlm ot some
supornntural intelligence which should be wor-
shipped as angelic, or abhorred as demonia-
cal, according to the prepossessions and in-
terests of the onlookers. A modorn patholo-
gist reviewing all tho incident of her career
would probably be led to the conclusion that
Joan ot Aro suffered from hallucinations, or, to
use the latest phrase. was possessed ot the pow-
er ot hypnotizing herself through

Some such hypothesis would render
her story intolllgiblo without Impugning hor
honesty or making hor thnchannolof super-
natural communications. But of course. In
1430 no ono oould take any such view of her
declaration. In the Rouen and Farl of that
time it seemed indUputablo that if not an
Impostor, she must bo olthor the mouthpiece
of a hoavpnly message or the medium ot

Satanic witchcraft. It w really no morj
to tho English and Durgundlan fao-lio- n

to maintain the one thoory jthan It
wtothechamplona of Hie Dauphin, after-

ward Charlea VII.. to uphold the other.
Tho nuthor ot this biography; brings out

clearly onough tho foot, somotimes overlooked,
that it was not by ft secular, but nn eceleslastl-ca- l

tribunal that she was condemned. Forhaps
more emphasis might have been laid, howovcr.
on the fact that the prolato and olergy. by
whom tho Maid of Orleans was trlttd. werenl-mo- st

exclusively Fronch. nnd. thorefore. .what-

ever odium attaches to her sontonce must rest
mainly on hor own countrytr i. In Ihelong list
of bishops, mltrod nbbotn. priors, canons, and
doctors of tho Unlvorslty of Tarls who consti-

tuted her judges, only two English names nro
to bo found. Tho Cardinal of Wlnchostor never
onco appoarod during the proceedings. That
the Immedlnto gunrd of tho prisoner was com-

posed of English soldlors wn ft mattor of

course. Inasmuch n Rousn was oeouplod by
the English forces. A point to bo noted Is that
beforo passing eontenee. tho eecloslastlcal
tribunal nt Rotten submlttod six quorios to
tho University of Paris. Every one of theso
queries wns answered by the theologians In a
way unfnvorablo to tho Intorest of thonccused.

Not only was It a Fronch prince, tho Duke of
Burgundy, who dollvored Joan ot Arc to the
Inquisition: not only were thoy Fronch ooclo-lasti- ts

who condomnod her: but no stop
seem to hnvo boon tnkon by Charles tho Dau-

phin, afterward Chorion VII . to.rcscuo hor. or
to got hor oxchangod for any other prlsonor or
prisonors. Although moro than a yoar olnpsod,
between her capture and hor exooutlon, he
mado not n sign In hor bchnlf. In tho docu-
ments ot the time thoro exists not a trace of
any negotiation or of any wish to offoet hor ro- -
I.... T .1.. I.J,..,I ml.A. fllmnal fit whftlffticimn jAiintiuuiuu, nnuu v ..... ........
of Franco had been recovorod. Charles bocutna
anxious, on bla own account that his corona-
tion ntltholmsBhould not bo lmputod to the
actions and to thn aid of ono whom the French
clergy and Fronoli judges hnd condemned and
exocutod ns a horetio and apostate, Honco he'
set on root a vast judicial inquiry to vlndlcnto
the famo of her whoso condemnation had boon
formally pronouncod In tho' name of the
Church. Flvo years olapsod, howovor. bo-

foro tho assont ot tho Papacy to a
rehearing of tho cnttso could be

Fopn Nicolas V. rofusod to sanc-
tion the King's purpose, and It was not until
after tho accession of Cnlixttis IIL that pro-

ceedings for the rehabilitation ot the Maid of
Orloans wero begun. Br tho judges who
directed these proceedings It was deomed

to prove that Joan of Arc was a
porson of stainless purity ot body as well as
mind, and accordingly a grcnt deal of evi-

dence was brought forward to domonBtrate
that she was lncontestnblr a virgin. It was
reBorvod for a countryman of Joan ot Arc's
(Du Hollar) tolnvontalogoud to disprove the
fact and. to tho shame of French literature,
Voltalro adopted tho calumny in his licentious
burlesquo-horoi- o poem, "La Pucollo d'Or-leans- ."

As togards tbo two trials to which we
havo referred, that whloh resulted in tho con-vlctl-

of tho Maid of Orleans and that whloh
ondedjn hor rehabilitation, scorn equally un-
worthy of respect In 14.11 the clergy ot
France", to pleaso tho English claimant of the
crown, had. In the name ot orthodoxy, and
with the tolerance of a Popo. denounced Joan
of Aro as a horetlc and Idolatress. In 145U tho
Fronch clergy, to ploaso Charles VII,. and
ngain with tho toleranco of the Popo, pro-
nounced the memory ot Joan of Aro free from
all taint of heresy and Idolatry. '

Anappondlx to this book contains somo In-

teresting data relating to tho vlows taken ot
Joan of Aro In French nnd English history. It
Is well known that Monstrelot zealously at-
tacks tho Maid, or rather hor mission. But
Monstrelct wob on tho English side, Evon in
the sixteenth century, a Fronch chronicler.
Hatllon. wrote disparagingly of the heroine.
This called forth tho publication of a book by
tho magistrates of Orleans, tho preface ot
which records tho "lamentable fact that the
Maid, rospeoted by all other'f nations, tho Eng-
lish alone excepted, finds cmyong her country-
men writings to Injttro her memory by poople
who nro greater enomtes to tho lionor of Franco
than those who orontrangors to their country."
81 smondl. In his history ot France published be-
tween 1821 nnd 1844, sums up tho facts In
these brlot words: " The Church was against
l,ATnt. 111 .AM.nHn ..... .1.1 .- -J l"'vu. i I'ainuun iiubuuirKuieu vj ner wno

pretended to havo supernatural poworswere
accused of using magical arts." Mloholot, In
thechaptorofhls history of France which is
devotod to Joan of Aro. attacks tho entire
English nation as if they had boen individu-
ally and colloctlvely guilty of the Maid's
doath. It is true, indeed, that English
chronlclors were, for a long tlmo. unjust to
hor. Fnbyan heaped upon her tho most scur-
rilous abuse, and Hall and Holllnshed sinned
ns deoply. Even Thomas Fuller does not seem
to have been ablo to make uphls mind whether
Joan of Aro wns a witch or a heroine. It Is
well known with what contompt the Maid of
Orleans is trented in tho First Pnrt of King
Henry VI., but whether Shakespeare is tho
author of that play, or, nt all events, of thoso
portions of It In which Joan of Aro appears,
may bo disputable. Nothing, however, in that
play, or In any English chronlolocan be com-
pared with the abuso nnd filth with which her
own countryman. Voltaire, bospattirod the
memory of the Maid of Orleans. As for Sohll-lor- 's

play, the "Jungfrau von Orleans." It Is
historically n more travosty of the life and
death of tho heroine.

sAi.isnuny and tub fexianb.
Their Widely DlOrrent Oronnd. of Appre.

lirn.lon Uespectloc Home Itulc.
To tiir. EniTon or tuk BvuSin The differ-

ence between the Tory terrorof homo rule nnd
the Fenian fear of tho same meaiuro Is decid-
edly striking. Etntesmon cannot always re-
gard things In the same light. Lord Salisbury.
In tho I'M Wall Qat'tte. expresses his appre-
hension with considerable candor. "In theevent of war botwoen Great Britain and an-
other power." he says, "nn unfrlondly oxocu-tlv- e

in Ireland could cause untold dlstross by
allowing nn onomyto procure coal nnd

in Irish portu, and by allowing thecoast to be used as a rendezvous for prlvuteers.
The traditional hatred will impel the Irish to
fully use against England any advuntngo they
mayseouro."

In other words, home rule would be nn
nnd consequently tho Irish should

not roceive It. But It was only the othor day
that Salisbury and his frlnnds wero preaching
about tho groat disadvantages to tho Irish thattho "mischievous measure" was full of. Peo-
ple may bo inclined to fancy that the noble
Lord urguosllko a man with a bad oonsclonre.
At all events, he Is candid enough to admitthathetsafraid. But that "traditional hatred"
of which ho is so much In droad is nrbclsely
the mlcrobo which Dr. Gladstone proposes todestroy by the home rule treatment

It must not be forgotten that Ihero are ex.
tromlstn still in Ireland, men who stick to the"traditional hatred." Is it likely that theirnumbers will bo roducoa by tho rejoctlonof
tho Home Rule bill? Not at all. On tho con-trary, It Is very probablo that the people, givingup all hopo of any boneflt from parliamentary
agitation, might bo dlspasodto "usongalnst
England any advantage thoy might seeuro"In the way of assistance from n foreign owrwar with the traditional eno nr. Util some lighting material In Ireland, which

iowo.r.or po,ior8 at war with Kng.land might disposed to utilize. A llttlIraneo-- 1 usslnu assistance to tho mon whocherish the "traditional hatred "might eausn
R,JIS-K-

n'l
distress" than could ho wrought

u? rlt,nviy oxeouthn in Ireland
t SSf'&H1 f u mB'-- V'P difference between.VLhnr.lRDUry PPfltlon tn the moasura

?nlfm opposition to It Ifunny. extremists, or. In plain lancnintr?.
the rebel, are afraid of be??u2f ftmight tend to tranou llzo'li" peSpfe-"an-

M aHTd Joel'llafe0 '"- -t!
Once upon n time two men saw a

''"an.Irlshraanand tho other an EnilliKman. Long at him. Pat" gasped the tatterntlWl,".' ,orm of "
John." exclaimed Pat ,ihe'ln fh2nape of a drove of pigs " ,nw"
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And Tankre Alnehlntrr Cnn Work It tTp M
ITrll ne 1amntr ringrra.

The light bamboo curtain is giving tho tarn
privacy to .suburban Now Yorkers this year i

that the Vonotlnn blind has long given to West
Indians nnd othor dwellers In warm climates.
Sovoral yoftr ngo thco rolling curtains of
split bamboo made tholr nppearancn In this
city undor tho nnirie of SldnrrK and thovwers
found so useful that they soon beenmo popu.
lar favorite's, particularly In tho suburban
town. Tho suburban New Yt.rker had fallen
Into tho habit of living mucli In pub-
lio when outside tho walls of his
house. Fashion decreed long ago that
tho front fence must come down, and
tho plaaza. usually not fnr from tho street, was
so oxrosod th it it was useless for comfortable
lounging. Anil domnndod tho samo dress that
must bo worn for wulkiug or calling. The
bamboo curtain camo to remedy this evil, and
togivoto tho American piazza greater privacy
nDd comforb It Is ehonp enough for the small-e- st

cottage, pretty enough for tho most otuen
slvo, nnd usoful for ovorybody who has a
piazza. Liko most things that aro cheap,
protty, and usofuhlt has mado nplnco for Itsolf.

Possibly thoro maybe somo remoto hamlet
In tho United States whoro tho bamboo curtain
has not yet 'appeared, and for tho benefit nf
that hnmlst It may bo necessary to doscrlbs It.

It Is simply a rolling shudo made of thin strips
of split bamboo, with around bamboo rod at
top nnd bottom toglvoit strength, and ropes
running through two smnll pullovs to raise it
or let It down. It issnloosoly made that tho
wind whistles through it readllv. yet it hns
enough solidity to mako a shield from tho sun.
It mav bo run up or down n- o.vlly ns ny
shade, ana it is not oniy a protection against
tho nun. but n vnlunblo screen to shield tho
summer lounger from tho gnzoof ovory paster
by. It is used only upon the plana.

Tho bamboo curtain is too familiar hero-about-

to nocd any description for tho New
Yorker, urban or suburban: hut thoro are
some ourlous things about it that must attract
tho Idle notlco of the summor lounger. It has
a foreign look throughout, and seems to bear
the dellcnto odors of Inciiiinr nnd Ann cabinet
work that wo ussoclate with Japan. The slats
nrn tiny things, porhnps a quarter of an Inch
wldo nnd a sixtoonth of an Inch thick.
Whorover tho marks of n joint appear, thoy
are not In one slat or two. but In enough of tin
slats to cover a foot or more In height, ana
each ono exactly over thn ono holow It. show-
ing that all those slats have boon doftly cut
from ono stalk ot bamboo. So neatly and
ovonly is this cutting dono thnt tho summor
loungor Is likely to wondornt tho patlonconnd
dexterity oftho Japanese workmen who make
thoso things.

But tho patlont Japanese workmen who
mako those screons nro usually good American
cltlzons. and all tho foroign look In manufac-
tured to order, and by maehlnorr. It is not In
Toklo or Yokohama that tho bamboo curtains
are mndo, but iu Now York or llrooklyn.
Sldarris Is a gnod namo for thorn, because it
has a y sound, and tow people know
what It moans. The bamboo is a genuine
produotottho tropics, but tho manufacturing
Is nil done on ono side or othor of the East
River: largely in Bronklvn. and not lar from
tho Navy 1'ard. This applies, however, only
to tho bamboo shades nnd other bam-
boo work usnd iu nnd about this
city. Nearly overy largo olty in tho ooun-tr- y

has nt least ono factory whom bnmtioo
goods are made. Home of thnlaigost of thoso
factories, after those of Nowlorknud Brook-
lyn, aro In Philadelphia. St. Louis, a it San
Frnnolsco. Iu all of theso factories, although the
Jrlcoof labor is twenty times higher than in

tho goods are mado ns cheaply . is thoy
can be made In the East, bocauso tho work is
dono with machinery.

lloyond a few ornamental ohnlrs nnd tables,
tho bamboo curtain is the flrst popular uso to
whloh bamboo has boen put In this country.
It probnbly will not bo tho last, for bam-
boo has a habit ot making itself so
useful wherever it goes that its

is culthotod. Tho raw matorhil
has to bn Importod, for hamho; has notyot
beon ralnod suecosntully in this country. The
Chlnoso In California hao tried It. but withoutany great success. Komn lonely trnes grow In
St. Augustlno. In Florida, but thny nro moro
travesties upon the real bamboo of tho tropics.
At Fort Myers, in tho Haine Stite. aim milesfurther Houth, there aro hnttor specimens,
notably In tho grounds ot Thomas A. Edison's
winter resldonec. There nro some also ntTampa, and n few at Key Went. Hut nono ofthese, oven with careful cultivation, glvos nny
Idtaof the gigantic, ijtately. feathery bambooof hot countries.

For commercial purposos bamboo comos tothis country In the holds of sailing vessels,tied up in long cylindrical bundles: nnd tho
tmcu-nco- a of It that ono tuny frequently nee un-loading in Snutli street nro not good samples
pf the bumtioo of tho East Indios. oxcept forbusiness uses. The liiimensentalks. sometlmosa root thick nnd wlxty foot long, seldom comahero, bocnuso thoy aro not needed. Our bom-bo- o

goods aro bettor mndo from small growthsana It Is not much matter whether tho stalksare straigtitor crooked. Thuyaro often crook-ed, but they nro easily strnlghtonnd. Fromthe chip thoy go to tlm factory; nnd ono of thelargest makers of bimbno goods In Brooklynglvos tontiu.v reporter this uccount of theirmanufacture In this country:
'Our raw material." ho says, "eomos princi-pally from Clilnii. Japan, and India. In thosothroe countries wo find morothan sixty varie-ties, ranging between two feet nnd sixty foot laheight and Imlf an inch and eight, ten. twelte'""""'ter. Every ono of theso varietiesIs noted for Its durability, its great tendency tobend whpn steamed, its unique property ofsplitting into 'plooes of any thickness doslied.and tho high polish It will tnke. For any of

theso qualltlon no othor wood compares with
I.",s0.m,,V,rrie."',s ,lie Joints ore only fi omfIo to olght Inches apart, and In others theynre upward of flvo feot apart. Theso largerkinds nro raro aud nro usod only in the mnnu-tttctur- o

of the moro costly furniture.
.Jnnt bamboo article do wo mako? Agreat many, and ntill not nearly us many a,1!..'';'"'".'"'' mmr n." wo Probably shallAmericans come to know bamboo bettor.

.;?.mnL". ?ilinr " .or .Jmwnose curtains.fn' work, baskets und hampeis.
.,nH box.?H' P.arnol. chairs, ntools. flower

portloros, scrolls, and fancy wood-work ot every description. "Most of thesethings, you will notice, nro funcy articles.I lalnor unit more useful things will como Intime. As soon ns there Is demand for thorn wa
J. readytn niako half tho furnishing and g

of a houno Trom bam tioa
i.c.nnB .wliat fou ..!Vk LWat8r buckets,

5fln.,In?ieie' tPben )y,lth,- - Thero Is no hotter
K.m0irI"l.ln ,,h8,.world than nBt.ctl0nof big
5ftmb' H,V,'l.w,th a S0J bottom and n

"o'l's"'. ornnmentnl columns, fancy
whetstones-f- ar too many things,in fact, for me to mention. Among the moreImportant I may mention llowor pots. You

hayo no Idea of the boauty of bamboo flower
PUi'Vi.0" lmvo r,1!!1 thpiu. and there Is

durability. In the botanicalgordenn pr Jamaica, at t.'nstloton, thounind
? h.?J!0 bmboo flower pots nro In use,

il Inches to n footlndlaniotor,with a woodon bottom. Thoy co4a fraction of a cent each, and thoy last forever.You nro surprised nt my mentioning whet-stones among tho products of bamboo? Itmakos capita whotstonos. being as hard aslllnt. In Eastern oountrles tho natives
knives pf It. But that requirethe best kind ot bamboo. Only throo specios

,B1roT ''U!'19 cnuntry. and thoy amall Inferior Tho Chinamen In Califor-nia hnvo raised oonslderoblo juantltloe. buttho quality Is not good.
Woregord bamboo as a mammoth sort uf

n:J,,i. ars ft nwr. and soinotlmos.not often, produces seed. The stalkdecay and drop nwuy, but new shoots rise totake tholr place. The tips and buds aro odiblo,
?nJ?Jnip'im1" Vf want the natives Hvo upon
!aSm:?l'ie.1"4fP.fit,10,r-lftD- t

,s nueculont andcattle. oould uso Araorlcanbamboo for some purposes, but It is so
J?, .th0 "."t ,h.nt. Its cultivationIn this oountry could hardly hn mnde nniflta- -

.lt,!"uoh8u,.Bnora'1l'ln "'o Chlnoso.merchantmen, and boars very closestowuge. The only socrot in our business Uthe uso of steam, and thnt is no senret at all.Hard as bamboo Is. whon steamod it Is as
Pllnblo as putty, and may bo bent Into nny de-
sired shape W put tho stalks into long

ntvV.,.,t?''lm t,lt"n "Otll thoy nrealmost pulp. While In this stato the croukedonos nre straightened, and tho various arti-cles nro iitadp. Thoy nre then dried, nndus hard and substantial nn they wore be-
fore. We have; largo rooms expressly for thedrying of finished articles with artificial heat.Attor tlie drying, whatever fancy touches are
nopdod are put on with a hot Iron. That Is thoonly satisfactory way. for when tho bambooIs dry It Is so hnrd that it Is difficult to work"..?n wljh tho host Instruments

l hon joints In tho bamboo curtains? You
will readily soo how tho joints in a dozontrips are exactly parallel whsn you see how
(hoy nro made. The stalk is run through aspllttor.' a llttlo machine which outs ten,twenty, pprhaps Hfty strips from each stalk, Imaking them of uuy width or thickness ih- -
droil. These strips ure then taken up by thebinders, tho oords which hold them together Iin the curtain, and If tho bamboo Is a large

ono, the same knot or joint may run throughfifty or a hundred strips.
We do not put as many fancy touches to

our'bum boo work ns the foreigners do Nearly
nil foreign Damboowork lshlghly ornamented.
Whon you sep 11 plain nlooe It is almost stiro to
be or Amorlcnn manufacture; but ours is '
strong und serviceable. You cm distinguish
ifPer'5u.n K"ds in another way. We maknfllty tables, nhundiod, a thousand, and they '

nre all alike, because thoy aro made by inn- -
ohlnorr: foreign goods aro made ov hind, and
so'doni two piece are precisely alike.

1JO not confound bamboo work with goo is
made of rattan. Bambno Is holiownnd knotty,
whllo rattnu Is solid and llbrous. Rattan Is a
product of a species of palm tree, and has lit- -
tie. In common with bamboo. We make In M
this country about 1800,000 worth ot bamboogoods every year."


